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The last time I saw Nainai was in Japan, where this was taken. 
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This picture from my Aunt Philo‟s album was probably taken in Lanzhou where 

the Zhang family owned a tobacco plantation. 
 

 Uncle Alphonse, known in Lanzhou by the Chinese transliteration of his name 
into  „Lin A De,‟ can be seen peering from the back row, the third visible face 

from the left. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The “Tchang plantation” is mentioned the book  
by Emile Licent, S.J., Comptes Rendus de Dix Annees (1914-1923) de Séjour et 

d'Exploration dans le Bassin du Fleuve Jaune, du Pai Ho et des Autres 
Tributaires du Golfe du Pei Tcheu Ly. 

 
Published by La Librairie Francaise, Tientsin 

(excerpt below) 
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Photocopy of page 777 
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Translation of Passage from page 777 of  Emile Licent‟s Comptes Rendus de Dix Annees (1914-
1923) de Séjour et d'Exploration dans le Bassin du Fleuve Jaune, du Pai Ho et des Autres 
Tributaires du Golfe du Pei Tcheu Ly. La Librairie Francaise, Tientsin 
 

The manufacture of tobacco for water pipes was at first almost the monopoly of 
Lantcheou.  To this day the most prized brands are those from this city and the 
surrounding areas.  Among the premier manufacturers of long standing and 
renown, you will find the Tchang family.  This family has realized a considerable 
fortune in this industry(**).  Today the Tchangs have retired from the business 
and the factory is in the hands of a tenant farmer. 
 
The head of the family is dead, but Mr. Tchang Ts'i tch'ang, his youngest son, 
keeps an eye on the workshops and the stores.  He has invited me to visit them. 
 
The tobacco is sown in seedbeds, and transplanted immediately after the wheat 
is harvested.  It is important to water them as soon as possible as these yellow 
plants wilt quickly.  The harvest takes place in autumn.  The processing takes 
place between November and March.  The rest of the year, the workers cultivate 
their own lands, or busy themselves with other occupations.  We have already 
noted the temporary character of the Chinese industries, as with the mines. 
 
All the tobacco that supplies the factories of Lantcheou is collected in the local 
area.  One part is gathered when the leaves are still green.  Another is not 
gathered until winter, when the leaves have yellowed.  The farmers let them air 
dry.  In the factory, women remove the ribs; this is done indoors.  The leaves 
are then flavored:  for this they are spread out on a medium this bed which has 
been sprinkled with gypsum powder, logwood (campêche), and hollyhock 
flowers.  The aggregation is then compressed with the help of a powerful press.  
I took photographs (Atlas, 75, Fig. 6). 
 
 

                                         
 
(**)

  Two of the Tchang daughters married two brother, John and Remy Splingaerd, two of the sons of the famous Belgian 

Mandarin, Mr. Paul Splingaerd, of whom I have already spoken (beginning of the voyage of 1916) 
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Title page of Licent‟s book 
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Three Zhang sisters in Tientsin:  Philomène, Anna and Marie 

 
 

 
Marie, Philomène, Rémy (with Clara) and Anna 
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After Marie died, Anna took care of her two little girls, Terry (front left) 

and Katie (front right).  Standing behind children:  Aunt Susie (Suzanne) Nainai, 
Aunt Marie and Aunt Maggie (Marguerite) 

 

 
Katie (left) with husband Mr. Baillie, and sister-in-law,Terry Pearson 
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Anna married Remy Splingaerd, the second son of the Belgian, Paul Splingaerd1, who served as 
a customs official in Jiuquan for fourteen years. 

 
Rémy‟s older brother married Anna‟s aunt, Anna Colette Zhang, and his younger brother, John 

Baptiste, on floor, married Anna‟s sister, Philomène Zhang  
 

Remy is in the back row, second from the left, standing behind his mother, Catherine Tchao 
Li.  Paul Splingaerd (Lin Fuchen) is seated across the table from Catherine. 

 
This picture was taken in 1896 after the Splingaerd family moved to Shanghai.

                                         
1 More information about Paul can be found in my book, The Belgian Mandarin, or by visiting www.splingaerd.net 
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Young Anna and Remy in Tianjin 
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Anna holding Marie‟s hand, with Remy holding Rosa. 



Nainai album August 2009, page 11 

 
Black Armband on Remy in this 1918 picture indicates mourning the death of his mother, 

Catherine.  Rosa standing, baby Joseph on Remy‟s lap 
 
 
 

 
Remy, Anna and family in Tianjin, circa 1924 
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 Elizabeth Augustine Marguerite 

     
 Suzanne Marie Rosa 

    
 Joseph Clara Lucie 

The children of Anna and Remy Splingaerd 
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Pencil drawing of Nainai by daughter, Clara. 

 

 
Nainai, Clara, and her husband Idamo Apolloni 
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Nainai, with son-in-law Lucien Pourbaix, 
daughter Marie Splingaerd Pourbaix, and 

son Joseph Splingaerd in Tientsin. 
 
 

 
Aunt Augustine with Nainai in Tientsin 
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Nainai at wedding of son Joseph to Mary Anderson, April 11, 1942, in Tianjin 
 
 
 

 
Mary and Joseph Splingaerd in Mexico City, circa 1967 
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Nainai in Japan circa 1954 
 

  
With Aunt Maggie at the Pourbaix‟ With Aunt Marie and her son Paul Pourbaix 
 
 

  
With Mary Splingaerd (L) and Marie Pourbaix With granddaughter Anne 
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Funeral Grave 
 
 
 

  
 Gravestone 
 
 

 
Nainai died on 

February 4, 1955 

 

in Puerto Cabello, 

Venezuela. 

 

She was in the company 

of her daughters  

Clara, Maggie and Rosa, 

shown above, with their 

husbands,  

Emilio Zamuner (left) 

and Idamo Apolloni 

(right) 


